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• The 2002 Olympic Winter Games will generate significant employment, income, and output 

in the Utah economy from 1996 to 2003.   
 

• Output: $4.8 billion in economic output or sales.                                                                      
Output is the broadest measure of economic activity and includes all sales (both final and 
intermediate) that occur because of the Games. 

          
• Employment: 35,000 job years of employment.                                                                       

Since some people may be employed for a decade or more, while others will be employed for just 
a few months, it is difficult to characterize the number of jobs created.  The measure of jobs used 
here is derived from the sum of jobs created in annual terms from 1996 through 2003.  Olympic 
related jobs start in 1996 with less than 100, but increase steadily, reaching a yearly peak of 
12,600 in 2001, and a monthly peak of 25,000 in February 2002.  The sum of employment in all of 
these years is equivalent to 35,000 jobs lasting one year.  Olympic related employment is small 
compared to the size of the total economy.  It is 0.2% of total jobs in the state in 1997 and peaks at 
0.5% of total jobs in 2001.  However, Olympic related jobs are an important source of new job 
growth.  Olympic related jobs represent 6.2% of employment growth in 1998 and 21.4% of 
employment growth in 2001. 

 
• Income: $1.5 billion of labor income for Utahns.                                                                       

The people who are employed because of the Olympics will earn this income, which, in addition 
to wages and salaries, includes health and retirement benefits and profits for small business 
proprietors. 

 
• Visitors: Net increase of 50,000 visitors per day during the Games.                                        

During a typical February, the Wasatch Front has about 20,000 out-of-state visitors on any given 
day.  During the Olympics, 70,000 visitors per day are expected.  Therefore, the net increase 
because of the Olympics is estimated to be 50,000 per day.  And, after accounting for out-of-state 
leakages and displacement effects, net visitor spending should be $123 million more than during a 
typical February. 

 
• Population: 17,000 peak population increase in Utah during 2001.                                 

Olympic related jobs will expand the population in the years leading up to and during 2002.  Once 
the Olympic related jobs end, many of the people who held these jobs will eventually leave the 
state.  This out-migration offsets the population increases that occurred prior to the Games. In 
terms of the state’s total population, the Olympic related population impact is small.                                                                                         
Olympic related population represents 0.1% of the population in 1997 and increases to 1.4% 
during the Games.  However, Olympic related population growth represents a significant portion 
of new population growth in the year before and during the Games.  An estimated 44.9% of the 
new population growth in 2001 is expected to occur because of the Olympics.  This impact 
declines to zero within a year of the Games. 

 
• Net Revenue to State and Local Government: $76 million.                                                       

Net revenue is revenue less expenditures.  GOPB estimates the Olympics will generate state and 
local government tax revenue of $453 million, but will require $377 million in additional 
expenditures because of the public services required by the Olympics-related population.  This 
leaves an estimated $76 million in net revenue to state and local governments . 

 


